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Our MISSION
Sailors with disABILITIES aims to 
be a national network of skilled and 
supportive volunteers committed 
to improving the lives of disabled 
and disadvantaged people 
through programs which develop 
interpersonal and team skills to 
assist them to meet life challenges 
with determination and optimism.

Our VALUES
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

We have a passion for improving 
the lives of the disabled and the 
disadvantaged.

SAFETY

We place the safety of our teams 
and program participants at the 
core of everything we do.

QUALITY

We strive to deliver high standards 
of performance in all aspects of our 
work.

INTEGRITY

We have an absolute and unwavering 
commitment to operate in a 
manner that is ethical, trustworthy, 
respectful and responsible.

COLLABORATION

We take a collaborative approach 
that values input from our volunteers, 
program participants, partners, 
donors and the communities in 
which we operate.

INNOVATION

We actively seek, develop and 
implement new ways of undertaking 
and funding our service offerings.
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President’s 
REPORT

CEO’s  
REPORT

This is my last year as President of Sailors with 

disABILITIES (SWD) and it has been a privilege and 

an honour to hold this position. To the dedicated 

members of the Board, I extend a sincere thank you for the 

work you do for the organisation. 

There have been substantial changes to SWD this year, 

including administrative changes, the implementation of 

new directions by the Board and the appointment of our 

new General Manager, Elizabeth Drölz.

The Board’s main focus for the last half of this year has 

been the viability and sustainability of the organisation. 

As we approach our 25th year, it is important to consider 

the bottom line if we expect to continue in an expanded 

form. We are constantly working to raise our public profile 

and expand our sponsorship and patronage base. Events 

like the function at Kirribilli House with then Prime Minister 

Malcolm Turnbull attending are great opportunities to 

spread the SWD message. The Making Waves Rally also 

helped raise awareness and again special thanks to our 

volunteer crew members and the Cruising Yacht Club of 

Australia for their assistance.

Our Melbourne volunteers offer an excellent service to 

Victoria and our northern campaign extends the good work 

of SWD beyond the metropolitan areas of NSW to contribute 

to the lives of children and their carers in other regions. 

A special thanks to Andrew Davidson, our major sponsors 

and material contributors and all the SWD mentors and 

young participants involved in our ambitious new program 

Wright of Passage. The program involves restoring a 53ft 

Herreshoff timber ketch to take part in the 2019 Wooden 

Boat Festival in Hobart. Much of the work has been done 

for Stage 1 and the success of the program has already seen 

a number of the young participants gain apprenticeships 

within the marine industry due to their training on this 

boat. We look forward to project continuing in 2019.

The various Winds programs continue to operate each 

week due to the wonderful work of our volunteers. SWD 

could not function without our dedicated and tireless 

volunteers and on behalf of the Board and myself, I thank 

you so much for the many hours you spend with SWD.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank David 

who invited me to join the Board some years ago, his 

continuing zeal and enthusiasm for what he started 25 

years ago never ceases to amaze me.

Thank you all again

Niel Burling

Firstly, I must take this opportunity to thank all 

our volunteers, there are too many to mention 

individually of course. Every time somebody picks 

up a fender or answers the phone, chances are its being 

done by a volunteer.  

SWD is aspiring for best practice on new ground, this is a 

very difficult thing to do. It is very exciting and rewarding 

and our country is the beneficiary. We have delivered $7.5 

million of work hours to Australia since our inception. 

Any time you break new ground its dangerous, and yet 

on many levels, we have shown the world what can be 

achieved if you do. As a demonstration of this, I would like 

to single out a few key volunteers. In no order, (remember 

I am dyslexic) but ladies first; 

Kathy Veel – Winds of Joy Outreach Hobart, Denise Johnston 

– Melbourne Operations, Ruth Lilian - Memberships, 

Bernadette Kerrigan - Admin Support, Michael Derrick - 

IT Mentor, Mike Muir and Greg Pugh- Northern Outreach, 

Jay Okamoto – Crew Organisation, Peter Behr - Boat 

Maintenance, Andrew Davidson - Wright of Passage. Thank 

you for your exceptional contribution and to your partners 

for allowing SWD into your lives. 

I must take this opportunity to acknowledge the passing of 

our Patron Ian Kiernan, he was a friend, good yachtsman, 

a wonderful Australian and supporter of SWD, he will be 

missed by many. 

On a brighter note Elizabeth Drölz joined us as our GM 

three days a week in February. Liz brings to us a vast 

experience in business management and we are very 

pleased to have her on board. 

So all in all 2017/8 was a good year. Although our income is 

low, volunteers numbers and participants numbers are up 

and Kayle is out 4 days a week and WOP Mercator looks like 

she is on track for the Wooden Boat Festival in Feb 2019.  All 

of this needs people contributing in many ways, we would 

not be enjoying this level of achievement without a strong 

and committed Board. I must not let this opportunity go 

past without extending my personal thanks to all our donors 

from the kids at Bass High School who organise a sausage 

sizzle each year and to some old friends - Thank You. 

On a personal level I would like to thank you for sharing 

my dream to make Australia a more inclusive and 

understanding society. The empathy that you all show is 

encouraging and is an inspiration for us all. 

After 24 years of existence with many volunteers on and off 

water, lets consider our future and celebrate our successes.

David Pescud

‘Wow what a fantastic 

adventure. We had so 

much fun steering the 

boat and ducking under 

the sail. Thanks crew!!   

Sailing is so much fun.’

FEEDBACK 
Winds of Joy Program, Melbourne

‘It’s fantastic! I loved 

steering and grinding 

and looking at the other 

boats.’

ALEX 
Winds of Joy Program, Melbourne

“ “ 
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Board  
MEMBERS

The SWD board is responsible for setting the strategic 

direction of the organisation. All Board members 

are committed volunteers who give their time and 

expertise to help make a difference in  the lives of the people 

who benefit from SWD’s programs.

The SWD board meets on a monthly basis in Sydney.

Board ATTENDANCE

2017-
2018

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Niel 
Burling

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Andrew 
King

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

John 
Gray

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Mark 
Barker

✓ ✗ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✗ ✗ ✓ ✗

David 
Pescud

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✗ ✓ ✗ ✓ ✓ ✓

Rick 
Mustillo

✓ ✓ ✗ ✓ ✓

James 
Hunter

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Honorary BOARD MEMBERS

Albert 
Lee

✓ ✓ ✗ ✓ ✗ ✗ ✗ ✗ ✗ ✗

Marianne 
Waters

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✗ ✓ ✗ ✗ ✓ ✗

Elected at AGM 2017

No Meeting

Honorary Board Member

FEEDBACK 
Talnija & Kiara Luke

Patrons  
The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP is the Former Prime Minister 

of Australia and Member for Wentworth, the electorate in 

which SWD is located. Mr Turnbull was Leader of the Liberal 

Party from 16 September 2008 to 1 December 2009, and 

Shadow Treasurer prior to that. 

Elected to Federal Parliament as the Member for Wentworth 

in 2004, Mr Turnbull was appointed Parliamentary Secretary 

to the then Prime Minister with responsibility for national 

water policy and, in 2007, he was appointed to Cabinet as 

the Minister for Environment and Water Resources.

Mr Turnbull has been an active supporter of SWD for over 11 

years, frequently visiting us and joining our participants on 

their sailing experiences. He assists with our programs when 

he can.

Bryan Dorman has been a patron of SWD since 2015 

and has been instrumental in the development of SWD’s 

presence in Melbourne and the expansion of our program 

offering from the Docklands Marina. 

A qualified accountant, Bryan has had significant experience 

in working and growing enterprises across Australia and 

internationally. In 2000, Bryan stepped away from his 

role as managing partner with an accounting practice to 

concentrate on Regis Aged Care (Regis).

Bryan co-founded Salerno Group with Ian Roberts in 2006 to 

focus on commercial investments in addition to his  investment 

in Regis. Bryan now chairs the Regis Board and divides his 

time between Salerno Group business activities, sailing, golf, 

travel and supporting the Collingwood Magpies. 

Ian Kiernan AO was the Founder and Chairman of Clean 

Up Australia and Clean Up the World. As an avid sailor and 

Ambassador for the Great Barrier Reef, Ian maintained his 

love for the sea as a patron of several sailing organisations 

including Sailors with disABILITIES, ASPECT, SCEGGSS 

Redlands and Scots College Youth Sailing Programs. 

Sadly at the age of 78, Ian lost his battle with cancer on 

16th October 2018. He will be greatly missed by all of us at 

SWD as well as the people of Australia and the oceans of 

the world.

Niel BURLING David PESCUD

Rick MUSTILLO John GRAY

Andrew KING James HUNTER

The Hon Malcolm TURNBULL

Bryan DORMAN

Ian KIERNAN AO

Mark BARKER 
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Achievements  
STATISTICS 2018

128 SCHOOLS/ORGANISATIONS

Programs 
OVERVIEW
What We Do

Sailors with disABILITIES (SWD) is a 
not-for-profit organisation that uses 
sailing as the medium for creating 
optimism and positive change in 
children, youth and adults with a 
disability or disadvantage. In its 24 
years of existence, SWD has reached 
over 44, 000 people. That reach has 
continued to increase exponentially 
as SWD has taken opportunities to 
expand its programs. 

Our SWD volunteers, many of 
whom have or have had their own 
obstacles to overcome, deliver 
SWD’s five programs that provide 
enjoyment and challenge in varying 
degrees and at a personal level to 
our participants. 

The five programs SWD delivers are:

• Winds of Joy

• Winds of Joy Outreach

• Winds of Care

• Winds of Change

• Wright of Passage

100%  
FUNDED BY  

DONATIONS & GRANTS

12%  
INCREASE IN SAILING 

PROGRAMS

4801  
VOLUNTEER HOURS 252 WINDS OF JOY SAILS

3024  
PARTICIPANTS

96  
WHEELCHAIR 

USERS

100%  
SAFETY RECORD  
(NO INCIDENTS)

  3%  MULTIPLE DISABILITIES

 17% HEARING/VISION

20% AUTISM

60% OTHER IMPAIRMENTS

Breakdown OF DISABILITIES:
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Reflections 
A proper Tassie front arrived on day 
1 with winds over 55 knots in the 
marina. With three days of gales we 
lost some sailing days but were able 
to fit the booked schools into gaps 
or consolidate bookings so that few 
children missed out. The weather 
was perfect for the remainder of 
the program and 220 children and 
adult clients and 70 carers from 8 
different schools and organisations 
experienced the joy of sailing.

We welcomed new and returning 
Hobart volunteers, 6 in total, all of 
whom are experienced sailors. Some 
‘mainlander’s, Ian, Renee, Tony and 
Mary-Anne, committed for the whole 
fortnight and provided a stable core 
of highly competent crew assisted 
by others who came for part of the 
program and the return delivery. It 
was great to see friendships renewed 
and skills consolidated in the team. 
It’s also great that some of our Hobart 
crew have joined us in Sydney for the 
Northern Campaign this year. 

KATHY VEEL  
Coordinator and Skipper

Programs 
WINDS OF JOY
Winds of Joy (WOJ) sailing days give 
disabled or disadvantaged kids or 
adults the opportunity to go sailing, 
an experience that may have been 
inaccessible without the support of 
SWD.  WOJ is one of SWD’s programs 
with national reach collaborating with 
special schools and organisations to 
identify the participants that would 
most benefit from the program. 
This year Winds of Joy set its sails in 
Sydney, Melbourne, and Hobart and 
visited ports along the east coast of 
Australia from Newcastle to Mackay.   
It is difficult to quantify the positive 
impact of Winds of Joy but the 
beaming smiles of the participants 
says it all, volunteers included.  

Special mention and thank you 
goes to the comparatively fledgling 
Melbourne and Hobart Winds of 
Joy programs whose dedicated 
volunteers deliver exceptional 
experiences for their participants 
without the convenience of local head 
office support that is directly available 
to the Sydney teams.  The pictures tell 
the story - all those smiling faces.

Additionally SWD acknowledges 
the invaluable support given by the 
Derwent Sailing Squadron (DSS) in 
Hobart for its third year in hosting 
Winds of Joy and free berthing for 
the SWD yacht Wot Eva, for three 
months following the 2017 Sydney 
to Hobart Race.  DSS’s sponsorship 
enables SWD to reach out to the 
disabled and disadvantaged children 
of Tasmania.

I look at my kids’ faces 

and I could never provide 

an activity like this that 

gives them so much pure 

joy. What a magnificent 

experience today. I’m feeling 

very, very grateful to see 

the students having such a 

wonderful time! Thank you.
TEACHER 
Winds of Joy Program, Melbourne

“ 
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Programs 
WINDS OF CHANGE
Winds of Change is an eight-week 
program, one day per week on water, 
that has been developed for young 
people with challenging behaviours 
or diverse learning abilities to give 
them the opportunity to develop 
skills, attitudes and awareness that 
enable them to feel more optimistic 
about their life.  

The driving motivation behind the 
SWD Winds of Change program is to 
work with participants, individually 
and collectively, to successfully 
complete a range of sailing activities 
that generate a sense of achievement 
and build self-confidence, self-
esteem and self-efficacy.  In so doing, 
we create the necessary foundations 
to underpin positive change in trust, 
commitment and optimism so that 
participants are better equipped to 
break through their particular life 
challenges. Participants experience 
the exhilaration and joy of working 
with others to sail a racing yacht; 
and learn about themselves when 
meeting and overcoming the many 
and varied challenges posed during 
the course of their program. 

In the first half of 2018 the Winds 
of Change crew came together to 
evaluate the content and delivery of 
the program with the focus being 
on improving the experience and 
providing an even more consistent 
approach with a view to being able 
to measure the immediate impact 
and longer term outcomes for our 
participants. This work is ongoing 
and we are looking forward to rolling 
out the revised program next year.

Programs 
WINDS OF CARE
Winds of Care offers sailing days for 
carers, providing a brief respite from 
their ‘day to day’ to recharge their 
batteries on Sydney Harbour.  In 2017, 
apart from the regular Sunday sails, 
SWD teamed up with Carers NSW 
in October to celebrate Carers Week 
through the provision of a sailing 
experience for carers of intellectually 
challenged clients supported by the 
Windgap Foundation. 

It was a magic day and all 

our stroke survivors and 

carers really enjoyed the 

experience.

The crew led by Mike and 

John were fantastic and 

looked after us so well. 

Alan, Richard, Laura, Kris 

(hopefully I haven’t missed 

anyone) were absolutely 

brilliant as well… If it’s OK 

we would like to do it 

annually… 

Thank you so much for 

allowing us to participate.

FEEDBACK 
Tony Finneran, Bankstown Stroke 
Recovery Group

“ 
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Programs 
RACING
SWD Racing provides opportunities 
for the SWD family to challenge 
themselves. Racing gives our 
members an incentive to aim higher, 
gain a renewed sense of self and 
achievement, and discover additional 
coping mechanisms within the shared 
experience of sailing at a higher level. 

This year SWD’s Race Program has 
continued to be involved in the CYCA’s 
Wednesday Twilight Series and Winter 
Series, as well as compete for the first 
time in the Sail Port Stephens Regatta.

The crew of Wot Eva, saw success at 
the Port Stephen Regatta taking out 
line honors in their division for both 
coastal passage races. Overall Wot Eva 
achieved second place on handicap.   

Twilight Racing over the spring/summer 
months has given our members the 
opportunity to train, network and 
socialise with each other. This type of 
relaxed harbour racing has allowed a 
number of SWD members to challenge 
themselves further and improve their 
sailing ability.  

SWD’s involvement in the CYCA Winter 
Series saw two graduates from Winds 
of Change join SWD members in this 
10-week race program. SWD’s yacht 
Wot Eva commonly placed in the top 
50% of the race fleet, and the crew were 
rewarded with one second place finish.

Successful racing results are important 
in terms of motivating the race crews 
in striving for success, however from 
SWD’s perspective, success comes 
from the more qualitative outcomes, 
that is the personal impact for each of 
our participants such as the stories of 
Jaya and Duncan.

Participants’ 
RACING STORIES
JAYA’S STORY 
Jaya has motor neuron disease, and 
was initially finding it difficult to 
move around the boat because of 
his limited mobility and balance.

Over the weeks he amazed everyone 
with his progress, powered on by 
his motivation to be involved with 
the crew work. In the final race of 
the season, Jaya stood proudly 
behind the helm, steering us on the 
downwind legs of the course. 

DUNCAN’S STORY 
Duncan, who is dyslexic, was driving 
a 950 km round trip each weekend 
to crew on Wot Eva in the CYCA 
Winter Series. 

His motivation was to demonstrate 
to his recently diagnosed, dyslexic 
7-year-old daughter, that despite 
his own reading and writing 
difficulties he can still learn and 
achieve something new through 
courage and effort. 

After each weekend, Duncan would 
return home to show his children 
the videos of him sailing, and tell 
them about what each of his crew 
mates have overcome to be where 
they are. Duncan’s involvement 
with SWD has brought his family 
together with a common passion.
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New Program 
WRIGHT OF 
PASSAGE
Wright of Passage is a new program 
for SWD that began in December 
of 2017. The aim is for a team of 
disengaged and disadvantaged youth 
to restore a 53ft Herreshoff ketch 
(WOP Mercator) and  participate in 
the 2019 Wooden Boat Festival in 
Hobart. Wright of Passage (WOP) 
is a workplace-learning program 
designed to support and develop 
the personal and social development 
skills of young people (16 – 21 yrs) 
to help their entry into paid work or 
ongoing further education.  

In February of 2018, a small group 
of young people committed to 
the 12 month program including 
study at Meadowbank TAFE for 
an accelerated Certificate II in 
Boating Services. Dockside the 
participants work with a qualified 
shipwright and importantly SWD 
volunteer mentors. The participants 
have immersed themselves in the 
program and have been developing 
key skills in workplace attendance, 
work planning and execution, 
task completion, communication, 
commitment and teamwork. The 
participants have also developed 
resilience, problem solving skills and 
pride in their work.  

Two of the initial five trainees 
have already started as full time 
apprentices in the boat construction 
industry, four trainees completed 
their Certificate II in Boating Services 
and two trainees completed their 
Deckhand Certificate. A third 
participant is developing a new 
program for SWD targeted at 
developing young volunteers with 
regard to vocational preparedness. 

THANK YOU

WOP Mercator, was kindly donated 
by Fred van Steel, and the Oatley 
family has generously donated 
dock space and berthing at the 
Woolwich Dockyard. SWD is thankful 
for their generosity and has been 
overwhelmed by the support for 
the program shown by these major 
donors. The program’s supporters 
can be proud of the impact their 
generosity has had. Employment 
when prospects were dim? - priceless.

LIAM’S STORY

17 year old Liam missed a lot of 
school during his younger years 
due to a medical condition. He 
found school gruelling and as time 
progressed he couldn’t catch up. 
As Liam lost hope, his parents 
became deeply concerned. The 
unique Wright of Passage program 
gave Liam a chance to experience 
a different way of learning and find 
out what his skills and abilities were. 
Liam discovered he has a passion for 
boats and became excited about life 
and his future once again. 

Despite the long commute each day 
Liam was dedicated to the workdays 
and completing his Certificate II in 
Boating Services. Liam is extremely 
grateful for the opportunity, loves 
working with boats and at the time of 
writing has found with SWD’s help an 
apprenticeship with a renowned, local 
boat building company. 
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I knew Phil Thompson (Bear) for about 30 years. In the 

beginning of our relationship he was running the slips 

and marina at the CYCA and I was running TAFE Labour 

Market programs and Bear helped me place young people 

in the industry.

Back then I knew him as a generous and compassionate 
man, what I didn’t know was his fight for life. Bear loved 
life. He squeezed every moment of his allotted period here.

Bear became involved in Sailors with disABILITIES at its 
inception in 1994 and sat in the wings until his situation 
changed and he was able to spend more of his time with 
us. His first task was to write and establish our first SOPS, 
he became part of the Sydney to Hobart Race crew, he was 
also a significant component of our world record team. 
Bear worked tirelessly in developing schools programs and 
other events, organising safety and crew, delivering the 
SWD boat home from Hobart many times. 

There are many memories of Phil Thompson and we 
all have our own story to tell. For 6 of us, its about the 
Southern Ocean, 50 degrees south, in the middle of June 
and Bear presenting the entire crew with a Blue Hawaiian 
cocktail  complete with umbrella on our successful still 
held World Record Circumnavigation of Australia non 
stop and unassisted in 2003.

Bear inspired me, befriended me and my heart is heavy with 
his passing.  On this occasion we celebrate his life and his 
significant contribution to SWD.  On behalf of SWD we extend 
our warmest sympathy to his wife Liz. DAVID PESCUD

Schools &  
ORGANISATIONS

Vale “Bear” 
(PHIL THOMPSON) 

SWD IS PROUD TO WORK WITH:
3 Bridges Community
AFFORD
Ariah Park Central School
Arranounbai School
Aspect South East Sydney
Bayside Special Developmental School
Bentleigh West Primary School
Boonah State High School
Bulleen Heights School
Calen District State College
Carers NSW
Cecil Hills Public School
Centennial Park School
Civic Disability Services
Clairvaux MacKillop College
Clarence High School
Coffs Harbour Learning Centre
Coffs Harbour Public School
Community Connect Northern Beaches
Condell Park High Support Unit Autism
Creativity Inc
Croydon Special Developmental School
Dakabin SHS
Darling Point Special School
DEC Toormina High
Department Of Education
Drouin Secondary College
Dubbo College South Campus
Dunedoo Central School
Eastern Suburbs Aftercare
Elderslie High School
Emerson School
Endeavour Sports High School Special Edu
Engedi Inc
Eskleigh Foundation
Families Supporting Families Inc.
Fisher Road School
Flintwood Disability services
Francis Greenway High School Support Uni
Georges River College Hurstville Boys
Glebe Pathways
Glenallen
Glenfield Park School
Glenmore State School
Granville South CAPA High School
Hunter River High School
Inala
Ingleburn High School
John Paul II Catholic School
Joseph Varga School
Karonga School

Kurrambee Schoool
Lakeside School
Lalor Park Primary School
Life Stream
Lindisfarne North Primary 
School - Autism
Lomandra School
Maccabi NSW
MacGregor State High School
Mackay North SHS Special Ed 
Program
Macquarie Fields High School
Marrickville High School
Mary MacKillop Outreach  
(St Vincent De Paul Society)
Matraville Sports High School
Melton Specialist School
Men Care Too
Miller Public School
Moriah College
Mount Ommaney Special 
School
Nepean Creative & 
Performing Arts High School
Nepean Special School
Nerang High School SEP
New Lake Peer Support
Newcastle High
Newcastle Middle School
Northcott
Northholm Grammar
Northside CALD Carers 
Network
Northview State School
One Door Mental Health
Orara High School
Pete’s Place - Marist 180
Pioneer State High School
Risdon Vale Primary School
Rockhampton Special School
Rouse Hill High School
Samaritans Foundation
Sandy Beach Public School
South Grafton High School
Southern Autistic School

Southern Support School
Southport Special School
Sporting Wheelies And 
Disabled Association
Springvale Park Special 
Developmental School
St Ives High School- Hearing 
Support Unit
St Michaels School
St. George School
STEPS Program
Stroke Recovery Association
Stroke Recovery Club
Sunshine Special 
Developmental School
Sutherland Shire Care & 
Support Service
Sydney Secondary College 
Balmain
Taranganba State School
Taroona High School
The Beach School
The Hills School
The John Berne School
The Ponds School
The Rockhampton Grammar 
School
The Victorian College for the 
Deaf
Victoria Park State School 
SEP
Vietnamese Special Needs
Vincentia High School
Wairoa SSP
Wangee Park School
Warrane Primary School
Warringa Park School
Whitelion Australia
William Bayldon Public 
School
Willoughby Public School
Windgap Foundation
Yarrabah School
Yeppoon State High School
YOTS Bowen College
Youth Off The Streets
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Volunteers 
OVERVIEW
SWD’s volunteers are vital to the 
successful delivery of the on water 
programs and administration behind 
the scenes. Without the volunteers 
SWD couldn’t exist. The majority 
are on-water, crewing the yachts 
and interacting with the disabled 
and disadvantaged participants.  
Additionally a small band of 
regulars support administration in IT, 
membership processing, and program 
support. 

SWD is currently working towards 
increasing the number of off water 
opportunities through which our 
very talented group can exercise 
their abilities in other areas such as 
marketing, fund raising and digital 
media to name a few.  At the end 
of 2017 the commencement of the 
Wright of Passage program brought a 
new dimension to SWD volunteering 
with a call for volunteers to use 
their trade and mentoring skills in 
working alongside the WOP youth 
participants in restoring the wooden 
boat Mercator. 

Over half of SWD’s 329 members 
are active volunteers.  This past year 
there has been an increase in the 
number of regular volunteers by 51%. 
190 volunteers delivered  SWD’s on 
water programs over the last twelve. 
months, of whom 65% sail  more than 
ten sessions each year.  Whilst these 
numbers are encouraging constant 
renewal is needed to enable SWD to 
reduce the demand on our faithful 
regulars; and grow the number of 
programs offered by SWD.  For 
example introduce Winds of Change 
to Melbourne and keep up with the 
demand in Sydney for Winds of Joy.

Volunteers 
OVERVIEW
SWD works with the Centre for 
Volunteering NSW to ensure that 
our volunteers are acknowledged 
publicly for what they do. This year 
25 volunteers and the Winds of 
Change team were entered into the 
Volunteer of the Year Awards.

The Board and management 
(volunteers themselves) would like 
to take the opportunity provided by 
the Annual Report to express their 
gratefulness and respect for the time, 
dedication, and expertise given and 
shared unconditionally by the SWD 
volunteers. 

A BIG THANK YOU!

Wonderful experience!  

The crew were incredible 

with the kids, answering 

lots of questions, 

providing tid bits of 

information and keeping 

everyone safe. Thank you 

so much!

FEEDBACK 
Winds of Joy Program, Melbourne

“ 
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Three major fundraising events were held in 2018 - 

a dinner held in Melbourne and hosted by patron 

Bryan Dorman; the Making Waves Regatta on 9th 

March; a cocktail party at Kirribilli House on the 4th May.

Additionally SWD participated in the activities of the ASX 
Thomson Reuters Charity Foundation being one of the 
Foundation’s 20 plus charitable recipients.

MAKING WAVES RALLY
The 2018 Making Waves Rally built on the success of the 
2017 event, firmly establishing the event in SWD’s annual 
calendar.  18 corporate groups took part in an around the 
cans race on Sydney Harbour - twice the number of entries 
from last year.  Corporate participants, supported by 
volunteer skippers and crews, competed for the coveted 
Making Waves Trophy.  SWD is grateful for the support from 
all entrants and to the boat owners who donated their yachts 
for the event and the volunteers who crewed. Entry fees and 
fund raising activities on the day raised $20,000 net.

Looking forward to the 2019 event SWD is aiming to double 
the fleet, again, with 40 boats on the water.  Expressions  
of interest can be made via the SWD office or online at 
info@sailorswithdisabilities.com. 

PRIME MINISTER’S COCKTAIL PARTY
80 guests attended the Prime Minister’s Cocktail Party hosted 
by Malcolm Turnbull, SWD’s patron, and his wife Lucy on a 
beautiful May evening overlooking Sydney Harbour.  Though 
not a direct fundraising event, the occasion enabled SWD to 
thank its sponsors, donors and members and provided the 
opportunity for networking, and showcasing new initiatives 
such as the Wright of Passage project.  SWD extends its 
gratitude to the then Prime Minister for this ‘one time’ event.

Fundraising 
Sailors with disABILITIES relies 
on funds raised from donations, 
sponsorship, grants and special 
events in order to provide the 
equipment and infrastructure that 
enables delivery of its programs.  
SWD is endorsed as a deductible gift 
recipient and as such all donations 
of $2 or more are tax deductible.

Fundraising
DIRECT MAIL OUTS
Two mail outs were conducted this 
year - the first prior to Xmas and the 
second, known as the tax appeal, 
was sent prior to the end of the 
financial year. $43,000 was realised 
from these activities. SWD relies not 
only on raising funds through mail 
outs but uses the format to raise and 
maintain awareness of SWD’s work 
across the broader community of 
SWD donors.  Work has been carried 
out, and continues, on cleansing 
the SWD donor database so that 
approaches are made to interested 
parties only. 

GRANTS RECEIVED
 • Club Liverpool

 • NSW Sport and Recreation

 • NSW Carers

 • The Marian & E.H.Flack Trust

SWD DINNER MELBOURNE   
Donovan’s Restaurant in Melbourne donated the venue and 
catering for this successful event in Melbourne in November, 
hosted by Patron Bryan Dorman with Andrew Plympton as 
guest speaker. 

ASX THOMSON REUTERS CHARITY FOUNDATION
In 2018 SWD was the proud recipient of $60,000 from ASX 
Foundation activities such as the Rosehill Charity Race Day; 
Financial and Media Markets Charity Regatta; Charity Golf 
Day and Black Tie Dinner; and the selling of tickets for an 
Art Union Prize Draw. The foundation raises funds for over 
20 charities involved in supporting children, disability, and 
medical research.

The coveted Making Waves trophies 
2018 WINNERS

Division A  
AMP Advice on Wildthing
Division B 
McGrath Real Estate on Baltic Lady



24   |  Sailors with disABILITIES   |   Annual & Financial Report 2018 Sailors with disABILITIES   |   Annual & Financial Report 2018   |   25  

University 
COLLABORATION

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY

This year SWD collaborated with two tertiary institutions 
with two projects being undertaken during the year.

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

Students from the University of Melbourne’s Doctor of 
Physiotherapy program conducted a gap analysis of the 
SWD’s Melbourne volunteers ‘workforce’. One finding 
was that the ratio of Melbourne volunteers was lower 
than their counterparts in Sydney. The students posited 
that this was directly related to the reduced coordinator 
resource comparative to Sydney and this finding is being 
considered in the review of administration requirements 
going forward. The information gained from the gap 
analysis also informed the development of a health 
promotion project for the second semester of 2018 which 
aimed to ‘assist in an area of need’. The students decided 
on developing an education package that could be used 
for orientating volunteers to working with persons with 
certain disabilities and challenging behaviours.

MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY

As part of Macquarie University’s PACE (Professional and 
Community Engagement) program one student conducted 
an evaluation of SWD’s Winds of Joy and Winds of Care 
programs.  Four specific areas of the program experience 
were targeted: the booking process, the participants 
expectations (before the program), their experience whilst 
on board, and the outcomes they had as a consequence 
of completing the program. The aim was to gain an 
understanding of the participants’ experience at all stages 
of contact with SWD to identify what was going well, issues, 
and strategic alignment.

The student found that both programs were positively 
received.  In particular Winds of Joy was in high demand, and 
suggestions came from 56% of the participants interviewed 
that more and longer Winds of Joy experiences be offered.   
Issues were identified with the online booking process 
which SWD aims to improve with the future development 
of the SWD website; and that expectation management 
could be improved to ensure even greater satisfaction. 

Overall the student found that “SWD provides successful 
and positive programs.”

“SWD should be very proud.” 

TAYLA DOUGLAS
Macquarie University Student

Sponsorship & 
PHILANTHROPY
SWD is very grateful to the small 
number of individuals and companies 
who support the work of SWD.  The 
support has been through direct 
financial contributions; goods in 
kind; and business mentorship. Key 
supporters for the past year were:

• Anagote Pty Ltd: supplied Oregon 
timber for the mast WOP Mercator

• Anthony Nemeth
• Bryan Dorman
• Built.
• CYCA Associates Committee
• CYCA subsidised berthing 
• Distinctive Timbers: timber for WOP 

Mercator
• Donovan’s Restaurant, St Kilda
• Fred Van Steel: donated Herreshoff 

yacht Mercator for restoration
• Graham Wood Foundation
• Josh Thatcher
• Melbourne Ports: berthing at 

Docklands for SWD’s Melbourne 
based yacht Ninety Seven

• National Pump and Energy
• Norglass: materials for the Wright of 

Passage (WOP) project
• Oatley Family: provision of 

berthing and dockside container 
and workspace for the Wright of 
Passage Project at Woolwich Dock, 
Sydney

• Peter Draney
• Richard Rowe and Jayatma 

Saraswati
• Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club 
• Sid and Margaret French
• Searoad Logistics Tasmania: 

transport of donated timbers to 
Sydney

• Survitec: life raft and safety 
equipment supply and servicing

• Womens Keel Boat Regatta
• Women Who Sail Australia
• Zhik: wet weather gear donated 

OUR SPONSORS  OUR SUPPORTERS

Harostan Press 
International Pty Ltd
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Financial REPORT 2018
Sailors with disABILITIES (SWD) is a not-for-profit organisation that uses sailing as the medium 
for creating optimism and positive change in children, youth and adults with a disability or 
disadvantage. In its 24 years of existence, SWD has reached over 44, 000 people. 

Making Waves  
FOR 24 YEARS

Treasurer’s 
REPORT

Every year presents an opportunity 

for SWD to find more effective ways 

of helping the youth in our community 

who face various challenges in their 

lives. Inevitably the organisation’s 

ambitions stretch the available 

human and financial resources as 

we add to our programs. This year 

the opportunity was the birth of 

our newest program, the Wright of 

Passage, covered elsewhere in this 

report. The stretch to our resources, 

while uncomfortable, has generated 

exciting results, with the key event 

still a few months away. 

Despite that effort the year ended 

on a strong note as the results 

demonstrate.

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
Balance Sheet
Current Assets of $456,031 and 

fixed assets of $543,670 brought 

our total assets to $999,701. Current 

(and total) liabilities were $29,043, 

to leave net assets at $970,658 at 

30 June. The reduction in net assets 

from the previous year is due to the 

sale of Moksha and the depreciation 

on the remaining yachts.

Revenue
Income for the year was $625,778 with the principal 

sources of funds being very generous donations from a 

small number of individuals who have supported SWD 

for many years and an increasing income from the supply 

of our yachts and crew for various regattas and races. 

Considerable effort enabled an increase in grant revenue 

and the second year of the SWD Rally assisted as well.

NPE came on board as a sponsor this year and we are 

grateful for their support.

The difference in the income from the previous year is almost 

entirely due to the donation of ‘You’re Hired’ in that year.

Survitec continues to provide significant ‘in-kind’ support 

through the provision of safety equipment and services.

Expenditure
Expenditure for the year was $600,006  before depreciation, 

well below the previous year. Expenditure on the Yacht 

Mercator, the ‘heart’ of the Wright of Passage project has 

been capitalised to reflect the increase in value of this 

asset. Taking on a larger office space and an additional 

space for part of the year helped provide a more useful 

base for our operations, staff, and volunteers. Many areas 

showed decreased expenditure from the previous year 

reflecting the awareness amongst our staff and volunteers 

of the need to keep tight control over expenditure.

Surplus / Loss
When Depreciation of $200,327 is taken into account, the 

loss for the year was $174,555

Cash Flow
Cash flow for the year was a positive $202,635 a significant 

improvement on the previous year’s negative $246,993. A 

key contributor to this improved cash result was the sale 

of the yacht Moksha, enabled by the earlier donation of 

‘You’re Hired’ which is more suitable for wheelchair access.  

Looking Forward
SWD is constantly reviewing its programs and the ways in 

which we can interact positively with the many people we 

have ‘on board’. This includes reviewing the yachting assets 

we utilise, the programs we offer, or could offer, and the 

associated resourcing needs of those options. At the heart 

of what we do is the effectiveness of our efforts to build 

optimism in those that share our programs and in so doing 

we must work hard to build the financial support for our work. 

As members of SWD, your positive assistance in this work 

is appreciated and needed. 

Andrew King 
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Our VISION
Sailors with disABILITIES’ driving motivation is to create a world where disabled and 
disadvantaged people feel optimistic about their lives, and are accepted as equals in society.

Making Waves  
FOR 24 YEARS
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